
 
 
 

Prelude 
 

Announcements 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 

(Please remain standing) 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
 

God of heaven and earth, you come close and make us yours.  Equip us by your 
Spirit to confess our sin, embrace your forgiveness, and seek the way you set before 

us in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

 
With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination 

 
Merciful God, 
forgive us. 
Our will is handcuffed to sin, and we cannot break free. 
We have spoken when we should have kept quiet.  
 
We were silent when we should have said something.  
 
We acted when we knew better.  

 
We were still when we know we should have moved.  
 
For the wrong we have done, 
for the good we have failed to do, have mercy on us, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
Amen. 

 
People of God, look to the Son, 
given to heal you and set you free 
because God loved the world so much.  
Take hold of life—eternal life! 
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“Gather Us In” 



Lenten Litany 
 

Lent is a journey with Jesus toward Jerusalem, toward the cross and beyond. We will 
be transformed and blessed by this journey.  
We are pilgrims on a journey.  We are travelers on the road.  
 
We cannot undertake this journey and expect to remain the same.  
We are pilgrims on a journey.  We are travelers on the road.  
 
It will take a long time.  We will feel the strain in our bodies and the ache in our feet, 
yet love will urge us onward.  
We are pilgrims on a journey.  We are travelers on the road.  
 
God of all times and places, as we make our pilgrimage from life to death to new 
life, you will surprise us.  We put our trust in you, knowing you will lead us and 
provide for us.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Kyrie” 



Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death.  
Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit that we may be raised to new life in Christ 
and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The First Lesson                                     
Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the 
LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all 
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He 
said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." 
Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear 
the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to 
enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come 
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you 
shall know that I am the LORD." So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I 
prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, 
bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon 
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to 
me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 
Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that 
they may live." I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, "Mortal, 
these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our 
hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus 
says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place 
you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act," 
says the LORD. 

 

 



“Thy Word” 

The Second Lesson 
Romans 8:6-11 

 
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the 
LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all 
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He 
said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." 
Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear 
the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to 
enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come up-
on you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you 
shall know that I am the LORD." So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I 
prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, 
bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon 
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to 
me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 
Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that 
they may live." I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, "Mortal, 
these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and 
our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place 
you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act," 
says the LORD. 

 
 

The Children’s Sermon 
Pastor Lane Bembenek 

 



The Holy Gospel    
John 11:1-45 

 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 
"Lord, he whom you love is ill." But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness does 
not lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it." Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after 
having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he 
was. Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." The disciples 
said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going 
there again?" Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 
walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those 
who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them." After saying this, he told 
them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him." The 
disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right." Jesus, 
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring 
merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am 
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him." Thomas, who was 
called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him." 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 
Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had 
come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard 
that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha 
said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even 
now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him." Jesus said to her, "Your 
brother will rise again." Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day." Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world." 
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 
privately, "The Teacher is here and is calling for you." And when she heard it, she got 
up quickly and went  to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still 
at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus 
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died." When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He 
said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and see." Jesus 
began to weep. So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" But some of them said, 
"Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?" 
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone  



was lying against it. Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead 
man, said to him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 
days." Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the 
glory of God?" So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, 
"Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have 
said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you 
sent me." When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" The 
dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go." Many of the 
Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 
him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

  
(Please be seated) 
 

The Sermon     
Pastor Lane Bembenek 

 
(Stand as you are able) 



“What Wondrous Love” 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.* 

On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church,** 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
*or He descended to the dead. 
** or church universal. 

 
 

Prayers of God’s People 
 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for he church, 
the world, and all of creation. 

 
(A moment of silence for prayer and meditation) 

 
Each petition ends:  
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 

 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 

renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior 
Amen. 

 
(Please be seated) 



Special Music   
 

(During this time, if you haven’t already, you may place your offering in the offering 
plate located on the baptismal font.) 

 
 
(Please stand as you are able) 
 
 

“All That We Have” 



The Offering Prayer 
 

Let us pray: 
God of the wilderness, 

we give these offerings in gratitude, 
rejoicing in the abundance of your gifts to us. 

 
We give these offerings in faith, 

trusting that you will provide for our needs. 
 

We give these offerings in hope, 
knowing you can use them to spread your love 

 in this world. 
 

And with these offerings, we give ourselves; 
May we live with generous hearts, with open hands.  

Amen. 
 
 

We Share a Holy Meal 
 
Dear friends, we are going to Jerusalem with Jesus.  
He is our pardon, our healing and our peace! 
 
We will suffer the trial with him, resisting evil. 
With him, we will walk the path to life.  
 
But come first to the table where there is food for the journey.  
With hearts full of joy we come, 
 
giving thanks to God, our maker, 
and offering our praise! 
 
We are right to praise you, faithful God! 
You answer sin with grace;  
you guide our wayward steps toward home. 
You are mending for the broken, 
safety for the poor, belonging for the outcast, 
strength for the weak, and pardon for the sinner.  
You reveal your kindness in every sorrow, 
your mercy even in death.  
All your creatures see your works; 
they sing your steadfast love.  
We too declare your wonder and grace  
as with angels and saints we sing:  



Now, O God, we remember Jesus.  
He fasted and prayed; he was tempted and tried.  
He relied on you for everything.  
 
He was obedient to you and scorned by the powers of this world.  
He confounded the haughty and gave hope to the humble.  
 
He was betrayed and deserted.  He died between thieves and was buried in a bor-
rowed grave.  
You gave him new life.  He lives even now, our healer and friend.  
 
He loved us well, loved us to the end, and loves us still.  
Even on the night of betrayal, he ate supper with his friends.  



Words of Institution 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
  

Trusting in Christ’s Promise, 
We boldly pray as Jesus taught us: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven,   

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.    

Amen. 
 
 

Invitation  
 

Return to God with all your heart. 
Receive bread for the journey, drink for the desert. 

Thanks be to God.  
 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

 
We Come to the Table 

 
All baptized Christians are welcome at the table of the Lord. Please follow the direc-
tions of the ushers. 



“How Firm A Foundation” 



(Stand as you are able) 
 
 

Blessing after Communion 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

Amen. 
 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
   

Merciful God, 
Accompany our journey through these forty days.  

Renew us in the gift of baptism,  
that we may provide for those who are poor, 

pray for those in need, 
fast from self-indulgence, 

and above all that we may find our treasure 
in the life of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Amen.  

 
 

 
 

Benediction 
 

Whatever wilderness the Spirit has brought you to: 
walk in boldness, as a beloved child of God 

walk in peace, under the shelter of the Most High 
walk in faith, knowing Christ walks with you. 

Amen. 



“Here I am Lord” 

Dismissal 
 

Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 


