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Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Sharing the Peace of Christ
Confession and forgiveness
Merciful God, we come before you and one another to confess our sin and receive
your forgiveness.
All sing: Change my heart, O God; make it ever true.
Change my heart, O God; may I be like you.
Generous God, you have given us so much.
Give us thankful and generous hearts. We are hard-hearted when we should be
kind. We are hoarding when we should be sharing, doubting when we should
lean on faith. Forgive our fear and lead us to trust in your everlasting care.
All sing: Change my heart, O God; make it ever true.
Change my heart, O God; may I be like you.
The God of justice is also the God of compassion. God forgives our sins through the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, his Son our Savior.
Amen.

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
“I Want to Walk As a Child of the Light”
Advent Wreath Prayer
Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. You hold us in our waiting and keep
us awake to the world. You show up in our lives at unexpected times. Bless us as we
light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival. We trust that even though we do not
know the day or the hour, you hurry to gather all people to
your peace.
Amen.
Please be seated.
The First Lesson
Isaiah 2:1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to
come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many
peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in
his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
The Second Lesson
Romans 13:11-14
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is
far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not
in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
Children's Sermon
Pastor Lane Bembenek

Please stand as you are able.

Gospel Acclamation
“While We Are Waiting, Come”

The Holy Gospel
Matthew 24:36-44
[Jesus said to the disciples,] “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will
be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the
ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will
be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and
one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one
will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night
the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house
be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
unexpected hour.”
The Gospel of the Lord
Thanks Be to God.
Please be seated.
The Sermon
Pastor Lane Bembenek
Please stand as you are able.

Hymn of the Day
“Christ, Be Our Light”
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the
virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
The Prayers of God’s People
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns
for new hope.
(A moment of silence for prayer and meditation)
Each petition ends:
God in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
Concluding petition:
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers
and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
Please be seated.

Special Music
(During this time, if you haven’t already, you may place your offering in the offering
plate located on the baptismal font.)

The Offertory
“We Are An Offering”

The Offertory Prayer
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground.
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of
your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through
Christ our Savior.
Amen.
The Banquet of Hopeful Expectation
God’s Banquet is coming. The time we await when all
will gather from North, South, East, and West.
A banquet where the rich and powerful
will sit with the weak and poverty-stricken.
A table where young and old will learn from each other.
A time when all will sit together in peace,
“and the wolf will lay down with the lamb”.
Here at this table we get a foretaste of God’s banquet. This is indeed God’s table and
so all who seek the goodness of God are welcome to eat and drink from it.
Come and taste the grace of Emmanuel, God with us. Come and see that God
is good.
The Great Thanksgiving
God is with us.
We are not alone.
Christ is present here.
The Spirit moves within us.
Let us give thanks to God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Blessings be to you, Creator God,
who in the beginning brought light and life to the world
and who continues to bring it love and light everlasting.
Over the ages you have called people to embrace your hope and share your
love.
But even when they have closed their ears
to the song you did not stop singing.
You sent prophets and messengers to your people,
reminding them of the promised time of peace
and justice would surround the world.
They came in the midst of our despair
and you filled us with hope.

The Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer
We pray the prayer we were taught as children:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
Invitation to the Table

Please be seated.

Come to the table where Christ comes to make a
home in you.
Thanks be to God!

“Bread of Life from Heaven”

Post Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in His grace.
Amen.
Post Communion Prayer
Faithful God,
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body
and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled,
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised
future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The Benediction
May you live this week with an eternal perspective.
Live as if God has come among us, because he has.
Live as if God has revealed himself to you and called you to
Love and good works – because he has.
Live in anticipation of the reconciliation of all
Creation to God – because it is coming.
Live as if your life depended upon God’s grace –
because it does.
Amen.

“We Are Marching”

On Our Way Rejoicing
Go in peace. Prepare the way!
Thanks be to God!

