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In the name of the Father,  

and of the Z Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen 

 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of  
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, 
God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination.  

 
Most merciful God, 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word,  
and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us,  

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen.  

 
In the mercy of almighty God, 

Jesus Christ was given to die for you, 
and for his sake God forgives you all your sins.  

To those who believe in Jesus Christ 
he gives the power to become the children of God 
and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. Amen.  



 ñGod of Grace and God of Gloryò 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  
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C=All, I=Women, II=Men 
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Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our hearts to the riches of 

your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  



ðWORDð 
 
 

T  F  L        
Genesis 15:1-6 

 
After these things the word of the L  came to Abram in a vision, ñDo not be afraid, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.ò But Abram said, ñO Lord G , 
what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?ò And Abram said, ñYou have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in 
my house is to be my heir.ò But the word of the L  came to him, ñThis man shall not 
be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.ò He brought him outside 
and said, ñLook toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.ò Then 
he said to him, ñSo shall your descendants be.ò And he believed the L ; and 
the L  reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

 
 

T  S  L     
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, 
by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were 
prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not 
visible. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he 
stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, 
as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked 
forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he 
received power of procreation, even though he was too oldðand Sarah herself was 
barrenðbecause he considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one 
person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, ñas many as the stars of 
heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.ò All of these died in faith 
without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them. 
They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who 
speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been 
thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to 
return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 
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Jesus said:] ñDo not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Fatherôs good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves 
that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and 
no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. ñBe 
dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their 
master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as 
soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert 
when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, 
and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near 
dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. ñBut know this: if the owner of the 
house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house 
be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour.ò 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
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Reverend Lane Bembenek 
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ñHave No Fear Little Flockò 



T  A ô C 
 

Living together in trust and hope we confess our faith.  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

 died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.* 

On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,** 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
 
 

T  P    C 
 

Trusting in Godôs extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 
 

(A moment of silence for prayer and meditation) 
Each petition ends:  
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer.  

 
Concluding petition: 

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your stead-
fast love;  

through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Amen. 
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S  M 
(During this time, if you havenôt already, you may place your offering in the offering 

plate located on the baptismal font.) 
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Let us pray: 
Merciful Father, 

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us-- 
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive 

them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,  
Jesus Christ our Lord.     

Amen. 
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It is indeed right and salutaryé. 
 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 



T  O  P 
 

Let us pray. 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you,  

and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we 
may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 

Amen. 
 
 

W  S   H  M    
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

 
And now we come to your table again, Jesus, mindful of how you laid your life down, 
so that we and creation could be born anew; mindful of how you took your life up 

again, so that we and creation could be filled with abundant life.  
 

May Your Spirit work in these fruits of earth, so that they may become for us a 
sharing in Christôs body and blood. May your Spirit work in us, who are children 
of the earth, so that we may be transformed into Christôs body, carrying his life, 

his care, and his salvation to all creation.  
 
 

P -B  C ñ       We Remember Youò 
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Blessed are you,  
Lord of heaven and earth. 
In mercy for our fallen world 
you gave your only Son,  

that all those who believe in him 
should not perish 
but have eternal life. 

 
We give thanks to you 
for the salvation  
you have prepared  

for us through Jesus Christ. 
 

Send now your Holy Spirit 
into our hearts,  

that we may receive our Lord 
with a living faith 
as he comes to us 
in his holy supper.  

 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

 
In the night 

in which he was betrayed 
our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it,  
and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat;  

this is my body given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
Again, after supper,  

he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is  

the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  



T  L ô  P 



I  
 

Taste and see that the Lord is good.  
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ñAs the Grains of Wheatò 
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  

Amen. 



P  C  H 
 

 
P  C  P 

 
Let us pray: 

We give you thanks almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, 
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 

sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
 

T  B  
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and Z give you peace. 

Amen. 
 
 



S  H 
ñO God, Our Help in Ages Pastò 
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Go in peace.  The joy of the Lord is your strength! 
Thanks be to God! 
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